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determination and the power to bring about peace. It was at
that time impossible for me to foresee that our Government would
change its attitude to this question. All American pacifists
belonged to the Democratic camp/all militarists belonged to the
Republican party.
A change in our favour was, therefore, not to be expected
from the election of Mr. Hughes. Apart from the usual relations
with the pacifists and German-Americans already mentioned,
which,were^n no way altered during the election, I held myself
aloof as my position demanded. If it had been possible to
accuse me of taking sides, the agents of the Entente would
not have missed the opportunity of bringing me to book, as
this they regarded as their object in life. I continually received
letters from agents provocateurs, asking for my opinion on the
elections. Of course I never replied to these. Neither were
the false statements of anti-German newspapers any more
successful which announced that on the day of the election I
had openly shown my support of Mr. Hughes.
New York at night after the polling is one of the sights of
America. All streets, squares, theatres and restaurants are
filled to overflowing. The election results are displayed every-
where by electric light and cinematograph. Particularly when
the result is very uncertain, as in 1916, the crowd are tremen-
dously excited. At u p,m. the election of Mr. Hughes seemed
certain, as the Eastern States had voted for him almost to a
man, as it was said that a Democratic candidate can only gain
the victory if he wins over New York State. Next day the
picture changed, after the results had come gradually from
the West, where the Democratic party was everywhere triumphant.
The majority, however, was so slight that it was several days
before Mr. Wilson's election was secure.
The malcontents among the German-Americans already
mentioned maintain that if Mr. Hughes had been elected,
Congress would have used the four months between the election
and the 4th March, during which Mr. Wilson was powerless
and Mr. Hughes had not yet got the reins into Ms hands, to
rush through the warning of American citizens against travelling
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